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THE   IRISH  CHURCH  MISSIONS. 


A    SERMON,    &c. 

1  Thessalonians,  i.  9. 

"  For  they  themselves  shew  of  us,  what  manner  of  entering  in  we  had  unto  you,  and  how  ye 
turned  to  God  from  idols  to  serve  the  living  and  true  God." 


In  this  verse,  vre  find  the  Apostle 

Paul  reminding  the  church  at  Thes- 

solonica  of  the  mode  in  which  the 

Gospel    was    first    of    all    preached 

among  them,  and  the  results  of  that 

preaching.     He  tells  them,  that  they 

themselves    were    evidences    of   the 

means  and  mode  by  which  the  Gospel 

was    first    brought   amongst   them ; 

that  they  evidenced,  by  their  altered 

life,  changed  conversation,  renewed 

labits,  and  especially  that,  as  regards 

heir    outward    religion,    they    had 

'  turned  from    idols    to    serve   the 

-iving  and  true  God;"  that  they  no 

onger  frequented  the  gorgeous  tem- 

)les  of  Juno,  Jupiter,  or  Diana,  but 

net  with  a  few  humble-hearted  indi- 

iduals  to  worship  God  in  an  upper 

hamber ;   that  they  no  longer  put 

heir  trust  in  the  priests  of  the  system 

1  which  they  had  been  nurtured,  but 

bandoned  that  system — left  the  reli- 

ion  of  their  forefathers,  relinquish- 

ig  for  ever  the  idolatry  in  which  they 

ad  been  brought  up,  and  embraced 

lat  new  doctrine  the  Apostle  brought 

nong  them. 

Now,  if  we  wish  to  know  more  of 
le  transactions  the  Apostle  here 
•iefly  refers  to,  we  shall  find  a  state- 
ent  of  the  events  that  occurred  at 
le  period  he  speaks  of,  in  Acts, 
'ii,  : — 

"Now     when    they    had    passed 
rough  Amphipolis  and  Apollonia, 
ey  came    to   Thessalonica,  where 
13  a  synagogue  of  the  Jews :  and 
lul,  as  his  manner  was,  went   in 
.to  them,  and  three  sabbath  days 
isoned  with  them  out  of  the  Scrip- 
res,    opening     and    alleging    that 
irist  must  needs  have  suttered,  and 
en  again  from  the  dead ;  and  that 
>  Jesus,  whom  I  preach  unto  you, 
'  hrist.  And  some  of  them  believed, 
,.i  consorted   with  Paul  and  Silas  : 


and  of  the  devout  Greeks  a  great 
multitude,  and  of  the  chief  women 
not  a  few.  But  the  Jews  which  be- 
lieved not,  moved  with  envy,  took 
unto  them  certain  lewd  fellows  of  the 
baser  sort,  and  gathered  a  company, 
and  set  all  the  city  on  an  uproar,  and 
assaulted  the  house  of  Jason,  and 
sought  to  bring  them  out  to  the 
people." 

Being  privileged  to  bring  before 
you  the  missionary  labours  of  the 
Irish  Church  Mission  Society,  by 
which  great  multitudes  of  people  in 
this  country  are  being  brought  to 
the  knowledge  of  the  truth,  and  led 
to  forsake  the  religion  of  their  fore- 
fathers, and  serve  the  living  and  true 
God  ;  I  do  not  think  I  can  better 
introduce  the  subject  to  your  notice, 
than  by  drawing  your  attention  to 
the  particulars  set  before  you  of  the 
mode,  means,  and  result  of  the  preach- 
ing adopted  by  St.  Paid,  when,  for 
the .  first  time,  he  introduced  the 
blessed  Gospel  to  the  Thessalonians. 
We  observe,  that  he  and  his  brethren 
were  engaged  on  a  missionary  tour, 
carrying  out  that  command  of  the 
Saviour,  to  "go  and  preach  the  Gos- 
pel to  every  creature,"  and  "  having 
passed  through  Amphipolis  and  Apol- 
lonia, they  came  to  Thessalonica, 
where  was  a  synagogue  of  the  Jews  ; 
and  Paul,  as  his  manner  was,  went 
in  unto  them,  and  three  sabbath  days 
reasoned  with  them  out  of  the  Scrip- 
tures." St.  Paul  was  termed  the 
Apostle  of  the  uncircumcision — the 
Apostle  of  the  Gentiles.  He  was  the 
honored  instrument  of  gathering  into 
the  church  of  God  multitudes  who 
had  been  previously  ignorant  of  the 
true  God.  His  mission  was  peculiarly 
to  the  Gentiles  ;  but  while  he  prose- 
cuted this  mission,  we  learn  from 
this,  and  other  passages,  that  he  did 


not  neglect  his  OAvn  people,  the  Jews  ; 
for  coming  to  Thessalonica,  where 
there  was  a  synagogue,  he  preached 
to  them  the  Gospel  of  Christ. 

The  great  truth,  dear  friends,  we 
learn  from  this  is,  that  while  it  is 
our  bounden  duty  to  imitate  the 
Apostles,  and  to  carry  forward  the 
knowledge  of  a  crucified  Saviour  to 
the  uttermost  ends  of  the  earth;  to 
send  the  Gospel  to  the  Jews,  and 
gather  in  "  the  lost  sheep  of  the  house 
of  Israel ;"  to  send  the  Gospel  to  the 
Chinese  and  Hindoos  in  the  East ;  to 
the  Esquimaux  of  the  North,  and  the 
New  Zealanders  of  the  South ;  it  is 
still  more  imperatively  our  duty,  not 
to  forget  those  who  are  dwelling  about 
our  own  homes,  who  are  "bone  of 
our  bone,  and  flesh  of  our  flesh  ;"  and 
we  must  take  care,  that  while  we 
send  the  Gospel  far  and  wide  through- 
out the  earth,  we  do  not  forget  those 
who  dwell  in  our  own  land,  and  who 
live  among  ourselves,  but  who,  un- 
happily, are  still  destitute  of  the  Gos- 
pel of  Christ. 

Now,  the  next  remark  I  would 
make  is  as  to  the  mode  of  St.  Paul's 
preaching.  We  read  that  "  Paul,  as 
his  manner  was,  went  in  unto  them, 
and  three  sabbath  days  reasoned  with 
them  out  of  the  Scriptures."  This 
was  the  style  or  manner  of  his  preach- 
ing— "  He  reasoned  with  them  out  of 
the  Scriptures."  You  observe,  the 
Apostle  was  not  content  with  preach- 
ing the  Gospel ;  with  proclaiming  to 
them  the  all-sufficiency  of  Christ's 
atonement  and  merits  and  righteous- 
ness to  reconcile  the  sinner  to  his 
God;  he  was  not  satisfied  with  setting 
forth  the  magnificent  truths  that  tell 
us,  that  the  sinner  is  justified  by  faith, 
and  thus  receives  pardon  and  salva- 
tion through  his  Saviour's  death  and 
resurrection ;  but  he  condescended, 
and  that  under  the  teaching  of  the 
Holy  Spirit,  to  reason  with  them  out 
of  the  Scriptures  ;  he  argued  with 
them,  discussed  with  them,  met  their 
difficulties,  and  resolved  their  doubts; 
he  was  in  fact  a  controvcrsalist ;  his 
preaching  was  eminenily  contro- 
versial. 

Now,  there  are  many  dear  friends 
who  are  averse  to  controversy ;  they 
say,  "  Preach  the  Gospel,  that  is  your 
business,  but  have  nothing  to  do  with 
controversy."  To  these  dear  friends 
I  would  make  one  remark,  that  their 
objection  is  at  least  inconsistent  with 


their  own  acts  :  for  instance,  all  such 
persons    are    subscribers   to   foreign 
missions,  they  subscribe  to  the  Jews 
Society,  to   the   Church   Missionary 
Society,  &c.;  and  they  should  remem- 
ber   that    when    they   subscribe    to 
these  associations,  they  are  subscrib- 
ing to  the  maintenance  and  carrying 
on  of  controversy  ;  for  no  missionary 
is  ever  sent  forth  to  Jew  or  Gentile, 
who  is  not  first  trained  as  a  contro- 
versialist ;  without   this,  his  services 
would  be  comparatively  of  no  avail. 
Our  dear  friends  are  always  delighted 
to  hear  of  controversy  being  carried 
on  in  foreign  countries  ;  of  our  mis- 
sionaries being  engaged  in  controversy 
with  the  Brahmins  of  the  East,  or 
the  Medicinemen  of  the  West ;  of  con- 
troversy being  carried   on,    on  the 
banks  of  the  Ganges,  or  the  shores  ol 
the  Mississippi ;  but  when  they  heai 
of  it  being  carried  on  in  our  streets, 
among  our  own  families,  and  through 
the  country,  they  shrug  their  shoul- 
ders and  say,  this  is  not  the  thing  we 
want.     Now  this  is  inconsistent.     II. 
controversy    is    needed    among    tht 
Heathen   abroad — among   those  whc 
are   destitute    of   the    knowledge  o" 
Christ  in  foreign  lands,  surely  it  is 
needed  in  our  own  country,  amon^g^ 
our  own  people,  who  are  without  t 
knowledge  of  the  true  Christ.  Sho 
we  not  have  more  sympathy  and  lo^ 
for  those  who  are  related  to  us 
kindred  and  friendship  than  for  tl 
Hindoo  ?      Should  we  not  be  m 
anxious  to  have  the  truth  set  bef( 
our  countrymen,  in  a  controvcrsi 
manner,  than  before  those  who  ar 
afar  off  ? 

The  next  subject  connected  wit! 
the  preaching  of  St.  Paul  is  brougli 
before  us  in  the  third  verse,  "  Open 
ing  and  alleging,  that  Christ  mus 
needs  have  suffered,  and  risen  agaii 
from  the  dead  ;  and  that  this  Jesus 
whom  I  preach  unto  you,  is  Christ 
Here  he  was  warning  them  agaius 
putting  their  trust  in  false  atonement 
and  false  mediators.  He  said  "  Chris 
must  needs  have  suffered."  It  wa 
needful,  that  Christ  should  suffei 
because  man's  suffering  could 
atone  for  a  single  sin. — Man  migi 
lay  himself  at  the  feet  of  the  Almigb' 
and  say,  "  Pour  out  on  me  all  i 
vials  of  thy  wrath,  let  me  pay  t 
broken  law's  demand;"  but  sue 
endurance  for  all  eternity  could  no 
satisfy  the  justice  of  God  for  a  singl 


transgression,  or  blot  out  one  iota  of 
his  sin.  The  highest  angel  in  heaven 
might,  in  his  love  to  fallen  man,  be 
willing  to  do  all  in  his  power,  and 
suffer  all  that  Grod  could  heap  on  him, 
yet  could  he  not  atone  for  one  single 
transgression  or  sin.  It  was  needful 
that  Christ  should  suffer  ;  because  in 
all  the  forms  and  ceremonies  appoint- 
ed by  God,  or  invented  by  man,  there 
never  was  one  that  could  ever  reconcile 
a  sinner  to  his  God  ;  and  therefore 
it  was  necessary,  that  the  Son  of  God 
ishoukl  leave  that  throne  He  had 
occupied  from  all  eternity,  descend 
upon  earth,  take  the  form  of  man, 
and  *'  being  found  in  fashion  as  a 
man,  humble  Himself,  and  become 
obedient  unto  death— even  the  death 
of  the  cross." 

But  the  Apostle  goes  further,  and 
declares  that  it  was  also  needful  that 
Christ  should  rise  from   the    dead. 
Oh,    how  deficient   are    those  who, 
while  they  profess  and  call  themselves 
Christians,  are  yet  ignorant  of  the 
necessity  there  was  for  Christ's  rising 
from  the  dead,  and  of  the  blessed 
results  we  derive  therefrom.     Many 
a  one  is  satisfied  with  the  knowledge 
;that  Christ  died  for  his  sins,  but  finds 
■no  comfort  in  the  knowledge  of  the 
continued   and    incessant   mediation 
of   our    risen    Saviour    in    heaven. 
iDear  friends,  the  Apostle,  in  my  text, 
declares    that    Christ's    resurrection 
was  as  necessary  as  Christ's  crucifix- 
ion: "Christ  must  needs  have  suffered 
ind  risen  from  the  dead."     Christ's 
ieath  alone  would  have  saved  none, 
lad  He  not  also  risen  and  ascended 
ip  on  high,  as  the  great  high  priest, 
o  make  intercession  for  His  people  • 
0  bring  their  cases  before  His  Father 
md  our  Father,  to  offer  their  prayers 
)erfumed  with  His  own  merits,  and 
0  obtain  for  them  blessed  answers  of 
)eace.     Oh,    dear  friends,    learn   to 
)rize  the  intercession    of  the  risen 
Kiviour.     He  liveth,  it  is  true,  and 
itteth  on  the  right  hand  of  God  ;  but 
le  liveth     '•  to    make    intercession 
or  us." 
Now,  let  us  look  at  the  results  of 
'aul's    preaching,    as    exhibited    in 
erse  four.      "And   some   of  them 
elieved,  and    consorted    with  Paul 
nd  Silas ;  and  of  the  devout  Greeks 
great  multitude,  and  of  the  chief 
omen  not  a  few."    The  Holy  Ghost 
as  present,  bringing  the  word  home 
ith  power  to  the  hearts  of  some,  who 


then  and  there  received  Christ  by 
faith  into  their  hearts,  and  were 
renewed  in  the  spirit  of  their  minds, 
shewing  the  reality  of  their  conver- 
sion by  at  once  consorting  with  Paul 
and  Silas,  and  associating  themselves 
publicly  with  them.  Neither  were 
they  ashamed  to  confess  the  cross  of 
Christ,  to  be  followers  of  the  cruci- 
fied Nazarene ;  and  though  they  knew, 
that  the  sect  was  everywhere  spoken 
against,  yet  still  they  avowed  them- 
selves to  be  the  companions  of  Paul 
and  his  friends ;  and  setting  out  on  a 
new  mission,  turned  their  backs  on 
their  superstitions,  shunning  the  gor- 
geous temples  and  magnificently 
arrayed  priesthood  of  idolatry,  and 
consorting  for  worship  with  the  poor 
Christians  who  were  gathered  toge- 
ther as  a  little  church  at  Thessalo- 
nica. 

But  this  was  not  the  only  result. 
"  Others,"  we  read,  "believed  not ;" 
they  rejected  the  truth  of  God, 
turned  their  backs  on  the  Saviour 
whom  Paul  preached  to  them,  and 
continued  to  put  their  trust  in  false 
atonements  and  mediators.  These  it 
was  who  raised  a  clamour  and  uproar, 
and  created  a  riot  in  the  city.  "  The 
Jews  which  believed  not,  moved  with 
envy,  took  unto  them  certain  lewd 
fellows  of  the  baser  sort,  and  gathered 
a  company,  and  set  all  the  city  on  an 
uproar,  and  assaulted  the  house  of 
Jason,  and  sought  to  bring  them  out 
to  the  people ;"  and  I  have  no  doubt, 
that  there  were  a  great  many  others 
who  joined  in  the  cry  and  the  cla- 
mour— good  easy  men  who  would  do 
anything  for  a  quiet  life,  anything  to 
purchase  temporal  peace  and  quiet- 
ness, even  at  the  expense  of  immortal 
souls.  Such  men  would  cry,  "  These 
pestilent  fellows,  what  brought  them 
here?  Before  they  came,  we  could 
all  live  amicably  and  peaceably  toge- 
ther ;  each  man  could  follow  his  own 
religion,  worship  his  favourite  idol, 
and  see  no  harm  in  the  idol  of  his 
neighbour — what  made  these  fellows 
come  here  among  us  with  their  con- 
troversy ?"  I  doubt  not  that  these, 
and  such  other  remarks  were  made 
when  the  Gospel  was  first  introduced 
into  Thessalonica,  and  you  will  see, 
in  the  narrative  of  tlie  mission  I  have 
the  honor  to  represent  before  you  this 
day,  a  rec^ord  of  a  similar  state  of 
things ;  for  whenever  the  Gospel  is 
preached  to  a  i>eoplc  previously  igno- 


rant  of  it,  the  same  results  have 
followed.  While  some  have  believed, 
others  have  rejected  the  Gospel,  and 
made  a  clamour  and  uproar.  Indeed 
we  find,  in  many  cases,  that  those 
whom  we  thought  we  could  depend 
upon  as  our  friends  have  sliown  them- 
selves averse  to  bringing  in  the 
Gospel  to  the  poor  perishing  ones ; 
being  only  anxious  to  be  permitted 
to  spend  their  lives  in  peace  and 
quietness,  though  they  purchased 
that  peace  and  quietness  at  the  ex- 
pense of  immortal  souls.  I  now 
commend  this  passage  of  Scripture  to 
your  notice  and  private  study — en- 
treating you  to  ask  God's  Spirit  to  be 
with  you,  that  you  may  see  the 
precious  truth  it  contains. 

I  proceed  now  to  turn  your  atten- 
tion to  that  Missionary  Association 
with  which  I  am  connected,  the 
Society  of  Irish  Church  Missions  to 
Roman  Catholics.  It  is  one  of  com- 
paratively recent  origin  ;  it  has  been 
only  in  existence  for  a  period  of 
between  three  or  four  years;  but  the 
work  of  this  mission  has  been  acknow- 
ledged of  God  to  a  marvellous  degree  ; 
it  has  performed  a  work  which  the 
most  enthusiastic  among  us  scarcely 
dreamed  of ;  and  it  has  been  blessed 
to  such  a  number  of  souls,  that  we 
find  no  similar  record  of  the  success 
of  any  missionary  operations,  not 
excepting  the  days  of  the  Apostles 
themselves.  It  had  its  origin  in  the 
events  that  took  place  in  the  fearful 
period  of  the  famine.  God  in  his 
mercy  had  been  previously  weaning 
the  minds  of  the  Koman  Catholic 
population  from  the  system  to  which 
they  were  attached,  by  a  variety  of 
means  ;  and  the  events  that  occurred 
at  the  period  of  the  famine  put  the 
crowning  blow,  as  it  were,  to  that 
work.  The  events  of  the  famine 
created  a  wide  gulf  between  the 
people  and  the  Popish  priests  ;  while 
the  same  events  drew  them  to  the 
Protestant  clergy  with  cords  of  afiec- 
tion  and  love.  It  was  resolved  to 
take  advantage  of  this  state  of  things. 
It  was  determined  that  the  mind  of 
the  Roman  Catholic  population  should 
be  tested,  and  a  large  numler  of 
tracts  were  published  and  addressed 
to  all  the  respectable  Roman  Catho- 
lics throughout  Ireland.  It  was  found 
by  the  means  of  agents,  that  these 
tracts,  sent  among  tlie  people,  pro- 
duced   extraordinary   effects.     They 


were  hungering  and  thirsting  to  know 
more  of  the  precious  truths  thus 
brought  before  them,  and  anxious  to 
learn  the  blessed  declarations  of  that 
word  from  which  many  texts  of  Scrip- 
ture were  quoted  in  these  little  mes- 
sengers of  peace.  Then  it  was  resolved 
to  follow  up  this  effort  by  establishing 
local  missions  on  a  scale  and  system 
never  before  attempted  in  Ireland. 
For  the  first  time,  since  the  reforma- 
tion, it  was  determined  to  go  forward 
and  preach  the  Gospel  of  Christ  to 
the  Roman  Catholics,  and  to  do  it 
controversially,  following  the  example 
of  the  Apostle  in  the  text.  It  was 
determined  to  contrast  the  errors  ol 
Romanism  with  the  glorious  doctrines 
of  the  Gospel  of  Christ ;  to  shew  them, 
that  Romanism  was  not  Christianity  ; 
for  while  we  hope  and  believe  that 
many  Roman  Catholics  will  be  enabled 
to  see  Jesus  through  the  thick  veil 
in  which  He  is  enshrouded  by  the 
Church  of  Rome,  yet  still  the  teach- 
ing and  the  doctrines  of  that  church 
are  such  as  must  lead  to  the  eternal 
destruction  of  every  soul  that  really 
receives  its  teaching. 

Now,  many  of  our  friends  said  91 
the  time,  it  was  an  enthusiastic  idejpl 
that  it  would  never  succeed,  that  thie  ■ 
missions  would  be  destroyed  and  pro- 
duce no  good  fruits      But  God  haf 
brought  to    nothing    the  wisdom  ol 
this  world  ;  and  we  are  now  permittee  . 
to  see  wonderful  results  from  tliif 
open,  and  bold,  and  public  declara- 
tion of  the  Gospel  of  Christ,  to  thosi 
who   hitherto   were   destitute   of  it 
In  many  parts  of  the  country,  larg( 
congregations    have    been    gatherec 
out,  and  in  districts  where  scarcel} 
such  a  thing  as   a  Protestant   wa; 
known,  there  are  now  thousands  o 
Protestants,  and  almost  aU  embuei 
with  the  doctrines  and  principles  o 
the  Gospel. 

I  will  draw  your  attention  tc 
the  early  history  of  the  missionarj 
operations,  and  to  the  remarkabl( 
success  that  has  attended  them.  J 
will  refer  you  to  West  Gal  way.  Ii 
that  district.  Protestantism  was 
the  lowest  possible  ebb.  Varioi 
parishes  were  united  together; 
much  so,  that  in  one  portion 
Galway  ten  parishes  were  united 
embracing  forty  miles  in  length  ant  _ 
twenty-eight  in  breadth ;  and  througF 
out  the  whole  district  there  were  b| 
two  small  churches  and  two  Protc 


tant  clergymen.  Rut  God  in  mercy 
has  caused  that  wihlcrness  to  blossom 
as  the  rose,  and  brinaf  forth  fruit  to 
the  glory  of  God.  Tlie  Gospel  has 
taken  root,  and  the  word  of  God  has 
been  circulated.  The  good  seed  has 
been  sown  in  good  ground  and  borne 
fruit,  so  that  the  district  that  was 
formerly  characteristically  Romanist 
is  now  characteristically  Protestant. 
The  labors  of  the  missionaries  have 
been  wonderfully  blessed,  and  several 
large  interesting  congregations  are 
now  formed  in  districts  where  for- 
merly there  were  no  Protestants. 

With  respect  to  Achill,  I  would 
mention,  for  the  information  of  all 
persons  familiar  with  the  operations 
and  working  of  that  singularly  in- 
teresting missionary  settlement,  that 
that  mission  is  now  placed  under  the 
operation  of  our  society.  It  has 
hitherto  been  carried  on  by  the 
energy  and  zeal  of  the  Kev.  E.  I>i^angle, 
who  for  upwards  of  twenty  years  has 
waged  a  successful  war  against  all 
papal  opponents  in  that  district ;  and 
who,  having  been  permitted  to  lift 
the  banner  of  the  cross  of  Christ,  has 
experienced  persecution  almost  un- 
equalled in  the  annals  of  missionary 
enterprise.  His  health  has  failed 
after  twenty  years  of  ardent  labor, 
and  at  his  request,  the  Society  of 
Church  Missions  has  taken  up  that 
district,  and  will  Mork  it  on  the 
system  adopted  in  all  other  missions. 
.  One  proof  of  the  reality  and  the 
extent  of  this  work,  is  evidenced  by 
the  encreased  demand  for  church  ac- 
commodation. 'Ihe  bishop  of  Tuam 
has  been  obliged  to  call  upon  the 
British  public,  to  assist  him  in  build- 
ing eight  churches  and  enlarging  two 
(that  previously  existed;  these  new 
churches  are  now  building,  while  the 
•two  old  churches,  formerly  more  than 
•sufficient  for  the  number  of  Protes- 
itants,  are  now  being  enlarged  to  three 
times  their  former  dimensions.  At 
3ne  time  these  two  churches,  the  only 
Protestant  places  of  worship  in  a  dis- 
:rict  of  forty  miles  by  twenty-eight, 
were  the  only  two  monuments  that 
;he  traveller  met  to  remind  him  that 
le  was  not  actually  passing  through 
he  dominions  of  the  Pope  of  Rome. 
Blessed  be  God,  that  portion  of  Ire- 
and  which  was  the  disgrace  of  the 
•hurch  of  Ireland,  is  now  her  glory 
jid^htT  crown. 

Before  I  pass  on  to  other  missionary 


stations,  I  would  notice  the  encreased 
morality  evinced  by  these  persons 
who  have  received  the  Gospel  of 
Christ.  I  have  myself  been  permitted 
to  witness  some  of  these  satisfactory 
results.  In  one  district  in  which  I 
labored  as  a  missionary,  and  where 
the  word  of  God  may  be  said  to  have 
really  taken  root,  and  sprung  up  and 
brought  forth  abundant  fruit  to  the 
glory  of  God,  and  the  salvation  of 
hundreds  of  souls,  a  proof  was 
afforded  to  an  English  friend  and 
myself,  of  the  blessed  change  of  habits 
produced  by  the  circulation  of  God's 
word.  While  we  were  walking  on 
the  road  from  one  school-house  to 
another,  I  said  to  him, — "Not  far 
from  this  place  an  individual  was 
murdered ;  if  you  will  walk  to  the 
top  of  yonder  hill,  I  will  show  you 
the  spot  where  the  murder  was  c<»m- 
mitted. "  A  heap  of  stones  is  placed 
there  to  commemorate  the  dreadful 
transaction.  We  went  to  the  top  of 
the  hill  and  I  pointed  out  the  spot, 
but  another  and  a  far  different  scene 
there  awaited  us ;  for  though  a  beau- 
tiful view  was  indeed  spread  before 
us,  the  flowing  river,  the  waving 
trees,  and  all  the  magnificence  of 
luxuriant  nature ;  yet  there  was  a 
sight  at  hand  more  attractive  to  the 
christian  eye ;  for  we  found  there  a 
group  of  convert  children  ;  among 
them,  the  children  of  the  murdered 
man  and  the  children  of  the  mur- 
derer. Now,  in  olden  time,  while 
destitute  of  the  word  of  God,  had 
these  children  met  together,  it  would 
have  been  to  tear  each  other's  eyes 
out,  and  do  each  other  all  possible 
injury  ;  but  now,  they  were  engaged 
in  singing  the  praises  of  their  Saviour, 
in  the  words  of  the  hymn — 

"  There  is  a  fountain  filled  with  blood, 
Drawn  from  Emanuel's  veins, 
And  sinners  plunged  beneath  that  flood 
Lose  all  their  guilty  stains." 

I  can  hardly  describe  the  effect 
which  the  scene  we  then  witnessed 
produced  on  the  mind  of  my  English 
friend.  I  have  here  the  evidence  of 
one  of  our  missionaries,  the  Rev,  John 
0'Callaghan,who  testifies  to  the  altered 
state  of  things  in  his  own  district :  — 

"  A  few  years  ago,  and  there  were 
not  a  half  dozen  Protestants  in  this 
place ;  but  at  this  moment  I  am  con- 
vinced, without  the  slightest  exag- 
geration, that  there  is  not  in  the 
whole  of  West   GalAvay,  a  country 


Romish  chapel  more  numerously  at- 
tended on  Sunday,  than  the  place  of 
worship  at  Castelkerke. 

"  A  few  years  ago  the  people  of 
this  place  were  sunk  in  ignorance 
and  superstition — fond  of  drinking 
and  fighting ;  but  they  are  now  sur- 
prisingly intelligent,  peaceable,  and 
all  more  or  less  acquainted  with  God's 
word.  Of  tlie  hundreds  of  converts 
in  this  neighbourhood,  there  has  not 
been  one  convicted  of  any  crime  for 
the  last  three  years.  So  late  as 
Sunday  week,  some  Romanists  who 
were  drinking  in  a  shebeen-house  not 
far  from  this,  quarrelled,  and  one 
man  was  stabbed  and  badly  wounded ; 
and  on  every  court-day  there  are 
trials  for  fighting,  stealing,  &c,,  on 
the  part  of  the  Romanists;  while 
there  has  not  been  a  single  case  of 
any  quarrelUng  or  fighting  amongst 
the  converts. 

"  On  Sundays,  the  Romanists  meet 
together  after  mass  to  play  at  cards,  to 
drink  Avhiskey,to  curse,  and  to  fight, 
or  they  may  be  seen  at  work  as  on 
the  other  six  days ;  while  the  converts 
after  pr«yers  and  sunday-school, 
remain  at  home  with  their  families, 
or  go  to  the  houses  of  the  Readers  to 
receive  instruction  :  remembering  to 
keep  holy  the  Sabbath  day." 

These  are  facts  which,  when  brought 
before  the  christian  public,  cannot 
fail  to  convince  them  of  the  value  of 
circulating  scriptural  knowledge,  and 
the  necessity  of  preaching  openly, 
publicly,  and  fully  the  Gospel  of 
Christ  to  Roman  Catholic  ;  in  order 
to  deliver  them  from  the  fearful  state 
of  ignorance,  barbarism,  and  crime 
in  which  they  are  sunk,  owing  to  the 
necessary  tendency  of  Roman  Ca- 
tholic doctrines. 

But  I  will  bring  before  you  other 
proofs,  to  show  that  the  work  is  one 
which,  while  it  excites  the  hopes  of  the 
friends  of  Ireland  wlio  look  forward 
to  that  period  when  Ireland  shall 
become,  as  it  was  before,  an  island  of 
saints,  at  the  same  time  strikes  terror 
into  the  hearts  of  all  her  enemies  ; 
who  feel  and  know  that  their  hold 
on  the  people  of  this  land  is  weak- 
ened, and  that  they  have  no  longer 
the  power  to  detain  them  in  those 
chains  of  superstition  and  error  in 
which  they  had  hitherto  kept  them. 
I  refer  to  the  evidence  of  a  Roman 
Catholic  newspaper  called  the  Tablet, 
dated  8th  ^'ovember,  1851  :_ 


"  We  repeat,  that  it  is  not  Tiiam 
nor  Cashel,  nor  Armagh  that  are  th 
chief  seats  of  successful  proselytism 
but  this  very  city  in  which  we  live 
—  Tablet,  8th  November,  1851. 

And  then  we  have  a  very  strikin 
declaration  from  another  Roman  C 
tholic  paper  of  the  date  of  the  lit 
November: — 

"  We  learn  from  unquestionabl 
Catholic  authority,  that  the  success 
of  the  proselytizers  in  almost  every 
part  of  the  country,  and,  we  are  told, 
in  the  metropolis,  is  beyond  all  that 
the  worst  misgivings  could  have 
dreamt  of.  There  is  not  only  no  use 
in  denying  these  statements,  but  it 
would  be  an  act  of  treachery  to  the 
best  interests  of  the  Catholic  Church 
to  conceal  them,  or  even  to  pass  the 
matter  over  as  a  thing  of  no  great 
moment.  But  there  is  no  Catholic 
who  does  not  regard  the  movement — 
if  he  be  a  sensible  and  sincere  one, 
and  not  a  brawler  and  a  mountebank 
— with,  we  were  going  to  say  disma 
but  we  shall  substitute  for  the  word! 
indignation  and  shame." 

These  documents  prove,  that  thi 
success  which  the  missions  hav 
already  met  with,  has  filled  the  hear 
of  the  priests  of  the  Church  of  Rom 
with  fear  and  anxiety,  and  show  th 
the  priests  themselves  are  anticipa 
ing  greater  success  to  the  mission 
for  the  future.  The  very  existenc 
of  the  Defence  Association  is  a  pro 
of  that  fear.  It  was  organized  for  o 
single  object,  viz.,  to  resist  prosely^ 
tism,  to  oppose  the  circulation  of  God'i 
word,  and  the  preaching  of  the  Gos- 
pel by  the  Irish  Church  Missions.  As 
long  as  our  efforts  were  underground 
and  concealed,  they  laughed  them  to 
scorn,  but  when  the  banner  of  the 
Cross  Avas  uplifted,  and  the  people 
flocked  to  hear  our  missionaries  by 
thousands,  crying,  "  what  shall  we  do 
to  be  saved?"  they  trembled,  and, 
with  the  sanction  of  the  heads  of  their 
church,  formed  the  Catholic  Defence 
Association,  and  placed  over  it  one 
Avhose  name  we  revere  for  his  father's 
sake ;  and  who,  as  the  son  of  thai 
father,  is  the  object  of  our  praye 
that  God  would  bring  liim  to  a  real 
knowledge  of  that  truth  which  h 
once  professed  to  maintain. 

Now,  let  me  briefly  draw  your  at 
tention  to  other  parts  of  the  countr 
wliere  we  liaA'^e  commenced,  and  » 
far  successfully  carried  on  our  oper* 
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which  have  achieved  such  signal  success,  we  recognize  a  just  and  fair  reprisal 
for  the  arrogant  aggressions  of  the  Pope.  In  answer  to  his  bulls,  they  have 
I)ublished  the  Scriptures,  and,  while  he  is  threatening  our  Crown  and  hierarchy, 
they  sap  the  foundations  of  his  power  by  disseminating  the  Word  of  God  among 
his  people.  We  trust  that  those  who  have  undertaken  this  great  work  will 
not  lack  piibhc  sympathy  and  support." — The  Times. 

The  Dublin  City  Mission  labours  amongst  200^000  Romanists. 
About  2000  of  these  are  visited,  weekly,  by  the  agents  of  this  Society, 
who  :are  generally  very  well  received.  A  spirit  of  enquiry  is  now 
abroad  amongst  all  ranks  of  society,  inducing  numbers  to  attend  the 
controversial  sermons,  delivered  weekly  in  various  churches.  "  The 
Class  for  Enquirers  ^^ — conducted  by  the  Missionar}^,  on  Tuesday 
evenings,  in  St.  Michan's  School-house — is  always  crowded  to  in- 
convenience,— the  room  containing  between  600  and  700  persons. 

The  Tablet,  of  Saturday,  the  8th  November,  1851,  thus  bears 
testimony  to  the  Dublin  Work : — 

"  We  repeat,  that  it  is  not  Tuam,  nor  Cashel,  nor  Armagh,  that  are  the  chief 
seats  of  successful  proselytism,  but  this  very  city  [Dublin]  in  which  we  live." 

The  operations  of  this  Society  are  not  however  confined  to  the 
districts  of  Connemara,  West  Galway,  or  Dublin  city  and  suburbs. 
An  important  work  is  also  carrying  on  in  the  towns  of  Galway, 
Carlow,  Portarlington,  Enniscorthy,  Tuam,  Kilkenny,  Drogheda, 
&c.  &c.,  besides  affording  the  means  of  missionary  effort  to  the 
clergy  in  various  parts  of  thirteen  counties  in  Ireland. 

The  agency  employed  is  as  follows.: — 15  Clergymen,  7  Lay 
Agents,  96  Readers,  34  Schoolmasters,  21  Schoolmistresses  ;  total. 
173.  This  number  does  not  include  those  employed  by  local 
committees,  whose  salaries  are  paid  by  the  Society. 

This  Statement  is  prepared  peculiarly  for  such  as  love  tl 
Lord  Jesus  Christ  in  sincerity,  to  commend  to  their  prayerf 
consideration  the  present  spiritual  exigencies  of  Ireland. 

If  so  much  has  been  already  effected,  under  the  Divine  blessii 
in  those  places  where  missionary  stations  have  been  planted,  wl 
benefits,  of  a  Christian  and  civilizing  character,  may  not  be  lookj 
for,  if  pecuniary  means  are  afforded  for  over-spreading  the  wh( 
of  Ireland  with  a  similar  agency. 

Let  British  Christians  now  come  forward  liberally — as  they  vail 
their  own  privileges — and  Ireland  will,  with  the  blessing  of  Goc 
be  released  from  the  tyranny  and  slavery  of  Romanism,  and  he 
sons  and  daughters  be  brought  to  a  knowledge  of  Him,  "  whoi 
to  know  is  life  eternal,"  and  whom  to  serve  is  perfect  freedom. 


*.^"^  An  extended  "  Sketch  of  the  Origin  and  Operations  of  the  Society'''  ec  ^'■^ 
be  had  at  the  Offi^ce,  or  of  any  bookseller . 

Annual  Subscriptions  and  Donations  to  the  Society  for  Irish  Church  Missions  to  t 
Roman  Catholics  will  be  received  by  the  Treasurer,  Sir  John  Dean  Paul,  Bart.,  at  Mess 
Strahan,  Paul,  and  Co. 's»  Strand  ;  at  Messrs.  Williams,  Deacon,  and  Co.'s,  Birchin-lar 
at  Messrs.  Herries,  Farquhar,  and  Co.'s,  St.  James's-street;  and  by  Messrs.  Hatcharda 
Son,  Piccadilly;  Messrs.  Seeley,  Fleet-street,  and  Hanover-street;  and  Messrs.  Nisbet  » 
Co..  Berners-stree.t. — Com  muni  cations  are  requested  to  be  addressed  to  the  Secretai 


tions.     We  have  missions  in  the  city 
ot'Galway  M'hich  are  peculiarly  inte- 
resting.      There    every    effort    was 
made  to  hinder  our  approach.    Fore- 
warned, the  priests  determined  to  be 
forearmed,    and  as  the  mission  had 
extended  within   four  miles  of  the 
city,  they  thought  they  would  bind 
the  chain  that  had  kept  the  people  to 
the  Church  of  Home  with  still  stronger 
pow^er  over  them,  by  opening  schools 
and  feedingthe  children,  thinking  that 
they  would  thus  be  secured  from  the 
operations    of  our    society,    and  so 
prevent  its  success  in  Galway.     Still 
we  persevered,  and  commenced  mis- 
sionary operations  there  last  autumn. 
One  school  w^as    opened    called  the 
Dovor    school;     God    blessed    that 
school,  and  blessed  the  preaching  of 
the  Gospel  in  that,  the  darkest  and 
most  benighted  spot  in  Ireland.    And 
when    latelj',   the    Rev.    Mr.   Daly, 
the  parish  priest,  began  controversial 
sermons  in  the  chapel,  our  missionary 
attended    the    chapel,  and    sent    a 
written  answer  to  the  priest,  which 
was  published  the  following  day  and 
sold  in  the  streets ;  the  people  came 
to    hear    the   controversial  sermons 
which  were  preached  in  answer,  in  the 
'Church,  in  immense  numbers.     The 
school  we  opened  greatly  encreased  ; 
and  two  other  schools  are  now.  being 
opened,  to  contain  the  numbers  of 
:;hildren  who  are  anxious   to  avail 
themselves    of    the    opportunity    of 
learning  the  word  of  God.     Now,  if 
■it  be  said,  that  it  was  the  hope  of 
mere   pecuniary  assistance  that  in- 
duced the  people  in  the  West  to  send 
luheir  children  to  our   schools,  and 
'  :hemselves  to  become  converts ;    the 
'  conduct  of  the  people  of  the  city  of 
I  jralway  is  a  sufficient  proof  that  they 
were  not  guided  by  any  such  motive, 
because,     when    we    opened    these 
-ichools,   they  received  no  assistance 
vhatever.    Our  missions  give  not  the 
lightest  temporal    relief,    but    fre- 
quently kind  christian  friends  com- 
)ine  and  assist  the  children,  so  as  to 
;nable  them  to  attend  more  regularly, 
)y  giving  them  a  little  food  every 
lay.     Even  this,  however,  was  not 
he  case  in  the  city  of  Galway.     The 
hildren    left    the    Roman   Catholic 
schools   where    they  were    fed  and 
lothed,    and  came  to    our    schools 
/hich  provided  no  attraction  but  the 
v^ord  of  God.      The  school  was  filled 
I  rem   the  draiuings   of   other   insti- 


tutions ;  the  children  rejected  the 
Roman  Catholic  schools,  that  they 
might  read  and  study  the  word  of 
God  in  the  mission  schools. 

In  the  city  of  Dublin  itself  we  have 
a  considerable  number  of  agents, 
visiting  continually  among  the  Ro- 
man Catholics,  and  every  week  thou- 
sands are  spoken  to  on  the  affairs  of 
their  immortal  souls.  A  considerable 
portion  of  this  mission  is  maintained 
by  the  ladies  of  Dublin,  who  supply 
salaries  for    the  missionary  agents. 

We  have  four  enquiring  classes, 
which  Roman  Catholics  are  invited 
to  attend,  and  numerous  conversions 
have  taken  place,  owing  to  the  in- 
struction thus  conveyed. 

Now,  one  word  as  to  the  means  by 
which  this  great  work  is  eflected.  I 
have  already  said  we  give  no  food ; 
the  mission  supplies  no  clothing,  no 
temporal  relief ;  but  we  do  hold  out 
that  bribe  which  is  more  than  suffici- 
ent to  induce  the  converts  to  abandon 
home  and  house,  and  relations,  and 
priests,  to  seek  the  salvation  of  their 
souls.  We  tell  them  that  salva- 
tion, full,  finished,  and  free,  was 
wrought  out  by  Christ  on  the  cross 
of  Calvary.  While  we  give  them  no 
food,  we  give  them  the  Bible  which 
tells  them  of  the  Bread  of  life  ;  we 
do  not  clothe  their  bodies,  but  we 
point  them  to  the  clothing  of  Christ's 
righteousness,  and  tell  them  that 
the  precious  truths  which  the  Bible 
sets  before  them  are  those  which 
makes  the  sinner  "  wise  unto  salva- 
tion," and  it  is  the  knowledge  of 
these  truths  which  produces  that  bold 
profession  of  the  Gospel  which  the 
converts  exhibit  when  they  are  op- 
posed and  met  by  those  whom  they 
were  in  the  habit  of  bowing  down  to 
and  adoring  almost  as  their  Gods. 

A  beautiful  instance  of  this  Chris- 
tian boldness  occurred  in  the  case  of  a 
little  child  who  met  Dr.  M'llale,  the 
Roman  Catholic  Archbishop  of  Tuam. 
When  he  was  visiting  the  town  of 
Clifton,  on  a  confirmation  tour,  last 
autumn,  he  was  accompanied  by  a 
large  number  of  his  priests,  and  one 
of  them  pointed  out  this  little  girl  as 
they  were  walking  on  the  road.  He 
asked  her,  was  she  a  jumper?  and  she 
said  she  was,  and  gloried  in  the  name. 
He  said,  "  What  induced  you  to  leave 
the  Church  to  which  your  father  and 
mother  belonged?"  She  said,  "It  was 
the  same  grace  that  constrained  St. 
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Paul  to  leave  the  church  in  which  he 
was  bred."  He  asked  her,  "Are 
your  father  and  mother  alive  ?"  She 
said,  "  My  father  is  dead,  and  my 
mother  is  a  Protestant."  "  Had  your 
father  the  priest  before  he  died?" 
"Yes,  and  I  am  sorry  for  it." 
*'  Why  do  you  refuse  to  go  back 
to  the  Catholic  church?"  "Be- 
cause that  church  teaches  doctrines 
contrary  to  God's  word, — what  does 
she  teach  ?  she  teaches  tliat  the  priest 
has  power  to  change  bread  and  wine 
into  the  body  and  blood  of  Christ, 
whereas  the  Scripture  says,  in  1  Cor. 
xi,  *  As  often  as  ye  eat  this  bread  and 
drink  this  cup,  ye  do  shew  the  Lord's 
death  till  he  come.'"  Dr.  M'Hale 
looked  at  the  priests  and  said,  "What 
does  this  mean?"  The  little  girl 
answered,  "  It  means,  that  we  eat 
the  sacramental  bread  and  drink  the 
cup  in  remembrance  of  our  Lord's 
death."  Dr.  M'Hale  answered  her 
with  words  I  am  almost  ashamed  to 
repeat.  "  You  are  a  devil,  and  I 
have  done  wrong  to  talk  so  much 
to  you."  He  then  called  upon  the 
priests  to  join  him  in  prayer,  and 
they  knelt  and  offered  up  a  prayer  to 
the  Virgin  for  her  conversion  ;  and 
when  they  rose  from  their  knees,  the 
little  girl  quoted  that  passage  in 
Ecclesiastes  ix,  5,  "  The  living  know 
that  they  shall  die,  but  the  dead 
know  not  anything."  Now,  this 
boldness  and  readiness  to  quote  Scrip- 
ture on  such  an  occasion  as  this, 
proves  how  graciously  the  Spirit  has 
operated  on  these  children's  hearts, 
turning  them  from  what  they  formerly 
believed  and  trusted  in,  and  render- 
ing them  free  from  that  slavish  adula- 
tion they  once  paid  to  the  priests. 
It  is  nothing  but  the  truth  of  God 
that  makes  men  free,  which  gives 
them  to  know  * '  the  glorious  liberty 


of  the  children  of  God"  can  produce 
such  glorious  results  as  these. 

It  is  that  these  missions  may  be  ex- 
tended far  and  wide  (for  our  object  is 
not  to  evangelize  one  portion  of  Ireland 
merely,  but  to  extend  our  missions 
over  the  whole  face  of  Ireland's  map, 
and  make  it  eminently  Protestant 
and  (/hristian,  instead  of  Popish),  that 
we  ask  you  to  assist  us  with  your 
means.  Until  lately,  the  effort  was 
made  by  English  Christians  alone, 
but  the  people  of  England  generously 
said,  we  have  abundance  of  money, 
and  can  do  the  "whole  work  ourselves, 
but  we  must  not  be  selfish,  we  will 
allow  our  Irish  Protestant  friends  to 
co-operate  with  us,  and  share  with  us 
the  glory  of  Ireland's  reformation. 
We  ask  you,  therefore,  to  assist  us  with 
your  contributions  and  your  prayers. 
We  ask  you  to  remember  this  great 
missionary  cause  in  your  family  de- 
votions, when  you  kneel  with  your 
children  around  you,  imploring  God's 
abundant  blessings,  that  'iJ.he  dark 
and  barren  scene  around  you  may 
bloom  and  blossom  as  the  rose.  We 
ask  you  to  become  missionaries  your- 
selves to  your  servants,  and  relatives, 
and  friends,  who  are  under  the  delu- 
sions of  the  church  of  Rome,  and  re- 
member the  cause  of  Irish  missions 
when  you  plead  with  your  God  in 
secret,  and  entreat  Him  to  pour  the 
blessing  of  wisdom  and  abundant 
grace  on  all  connected  with  these 
missions.  We  call  upon  you  to  aid 
us  and  sympathize  with  us  in  this 
great  and  glorious  work,  that  thou- 
sands of  our  dear  countrymen  and 
countrywomen,  now  in  spiritual 
darkness,  may  be  brought  to  the 
light,  and  multitudes  of  souls,  igno- 
rant of  the  way  of  salvation,  may  be 
brought  to  know  Jesus,  "  whom  to 
know  is  life  everlasting." 
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